
Finally it looks like spring has 
arrived and I'm ready for some 
nice weather for sure.  Now 
I'm hoping that we can get out 
and drive our VW's.  
  
Weather has always been the 
down side of owning a 
VW.  They are to hot in the 
summer and to cold in the 
winter so that doesn't leave us 
many months to enjoy them.  
  
I do remember a time when I 
had no choice and I had to 

drive a VW no matter what the 
weather was as it was the 
only car we had.  As a matter 
of fact, we left the church after 
our wedding in our VW.  Oh 
the good old days. 
  
Check this newsletter out to 
see upcoming events.  Get 
those cars out, dust the cob-
webs and drive em. 
  
Until next time, don't hide em, 
drive em. 
Terry Terry Terry Terry     
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The weather is getting nice so its time for the cruise-in's to start 
back up.  Below is the list I have so far.  
• The cruise in at Goodlettsville at 480 Long Hollow Pike started 

this past weekend on April 6th.  This cruise in starts at 6:00 pm 
and goes until 9:00 pm.  Check it out.  

• The Saturday morning cruise in "Cars and Coffee has started at 
the Cool Springs area and although I've never been to it, I un-
derstand its a nice gethering.  If I'm not mistaken it start around 
8:00 am  

• On Friday April 19th the Hendersonville cruise in "The streets of 
Indian Lake" will start.  The time for this is 5:00 pm  

• Saturday night April 20 is the first night for the Chik-A-Fila 
cruise in at Mt. Juliet's Providence Marketplace.  This event 
starts at 4:00 pm until 8:00 pm.  

• The Murfreesboro cruise in held at Belks Shopping Center 
starts on May 3rd.  Hours are 5:00 to 9:00  

All of these cruise ins are free and very enjoyable so get out and 
participate and have fun. 

 http://Mtvwc.weebly.com 

Cruise Ins 



President  

Terry Hibbett 615-832-3947 

Vice President  

Jerry Gober 615-824-1133 

Secretary  

Trish Combs  615-776-2498 

Treasurer  

Gayle Hibbett  615-832-3947 

Newsletter Editor  

Emmett Wood 615-646-4659 

Activities Coordinators  

Troy Hibbett 615-832-3947 

Ken Johnson 615-415-1426 

Kathy Gober 615-824-1133 

Sherrie Cunningham 615-8479147 
Meetings are held 3rd Monday of each 

month, 7:00 PM at the Piccadilly in Nashville.   
Upcoming meeting dates: 

♦ April 15 

♦ May 20 

Meeting Dates 

Club Officers 
Happy Birthday! 
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BUG-A-PALUZA 15 

The bug-A-Paluza VW show in Chattanooga Tennessee will be held on April 20 
and 21.  This will be the clubs April activity and hope everyone will attend.  

In last months newsletter we stated that we would meet and leave from the 
Cracker Barrel at I-24 and Sam Ridley Blvd at 7:00 am but plans have changed.  

Most of the members who I have talked with are going to Friday instead of Satur-
day so unless a few are still leaving on Saturday and would like to travel as a 
group, you need to contact one another and decide on a time and place to leave 
from.   

One reason most of us have decided to go Friday instead of Saturday is Chatta-
nooga is an hour ahead of us in time.  That means that if we leave at 7:00 and its 
a 2 and a half hour drive, we don't get there until around 10:30 or 11:00 and half 
the day is gone.  

No matter if you travel as a group or by our self, hope you can join us in Chatta-
nooga for the Bug-A-Paluza show.  Its always a very good show and lots of fun 
and fellowship.  

Also, doubt that we will have the club tent sit up so bring your own tent (sun 
shade) and your chairs. 

April: 

Emmett Wood  April 10 

Kelly Viveiros  April 24 

May: 

Troy Hibbett  May 7 

Patty Johnson  May 21 

Bert Knupp  May 21 

Gerard Viveiros May 26 
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The Copbug:  Reproducing an old VW Police Car— by Bert Knupp 

Most of the Club members have seen my Copbug at regional shows and around town.  It is a 
1970 beetle restored as a faithful reproduction (and getting faithfuller) of a 1970 German police 
car as driven in the city of Mainz from late 1969 through the mid-1970s.  There were over 8,200 
of these in service (in 1972) in Germany alone, and hundreds more were also widely used in 
Denmark, the Netherlands, Belgium, Switzerland and Austria from the late 1940s until the late 
1970s.  Even a few American cities tried out beetles, but their shortcomings as police cars just 
made them impractical for most uses here.  As a result, VWoA never marketed a “police pack-
age” in North America, so the factory version rarely ever appears here.  But the specifications are 
available, and the AutoMuseum Wolfsburg is very helpful with old brochures and workshop bulle-
tins.  When I acquired my 1970 beetle (it was a Nashville daily driver) I decided to restore it as a 
police car.  In planning and assembling my police car replica, I have been making many friends 
and contacts in Germany and the Netherlands.  Early on, I wrote to the police department in 
Mainz asking for old clippings, photographs, recollections, etc., to help with the authenticity.  
They put me in touch with a retired Polizeirat (police commissioner) of Mainz, who sent me a 
thick packet of pictures and clippings, and a long letter of recollections.  What a start! 

The first thing I had to do was rebuild the car as a German-spec beetle.  In 1970, that meant dif-
ferent seats (low-backs), dashboard (unpadded), speedometer (duh), lights (everything), brakes 
(front disks), and engine (no 1600s in Europe – the 1970 had the H-block 1500 as their “biggie”).  
So my Copbug has a stock Euro-spec 1500.  It has fooled German judges in Chattanooga, which 
is kind of cool, as those guys are connoisseurs.   

The police modifications are no less a challenge: electrical system (two batteries with an isolation 
relay), headliner (has zippers for access to blue light and antenna wiring), dashboard prepped for 
two-way radio; spotlight; fog lights (required); government-spec paint (RAL 6009 Police Green 
with RAL 9016 Traffic White); and more accessory items than can be listed here.  Even the li-
cense plates are correct 
numbers for a 1970 Mainz 
police car.  With minimal 
exceptions (we’re still work-
ing on them), everything on 
the Copbug either was or 
would have been on a Ger-
man police car in Mainz in 
November of 1969 – right 
down to the breath-alcohol 
testing kit and martinhorn 
system. 

Up at the Germantown Ok-
toberfest a couple of years 
ago, a little boy referred to 
the car as “Officer Herbie”!  
A nearby police officer 
noted, “That car is a nose 
magnet.  Every little kid 
comes up and presses his 
nose against the window.” 
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